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Certaine I am, there is no mas lining can write ſo exallly, but that «- 
wen in the writing of ſixe lines, be bane ſhalt be conſcious to hinſelfe of ſome 
ramper feltions : which, by direttions to the Grawer ( being a good Worke-man and 
careful) may be caſily belped ana made perfett for 1ntation. Howbeit ] de- 
#7 not, but that oftentimes the Graner me wrong the Writer, if be be not yery 
obſernant m enery tonch of a Letter : and the amends which he may make bing. 
5n the well cutting of ſame one or two hands, will not comnteruaile the credit which 
he ſhall loſe by his ull graning and unnatural miſhaping of ſome few Letters in one 


ple P mn 
For this Booke enſuing, 1 knowthere are ſome ( throng 81 exttions Curioſi 
tie, rather then a true Igdgement ) which will berein fi 


ng for ty chit. 1 thanke Qditheres nothing mit, which Tam 

hee re better. And thirtfore if any mar taff tobe comentions, 
17 Oat tet bins wot hong x him in his doings," who ts ablet0 

| | doe | 


wor ably pon an nf 


tet hims þe contentios 


LIMI 


dee then better bumſelfe: I ſpeake of theſe that thinke themſelues excellent and 
paſt compare, who adeed( be their names nener ſo famous.) beare about theme, 
bus the ſhadow of Art. And howſoener the ſpirits of ſuch men ave /o elenated and 
raiſed exen beyond themſclues, that they thinks baſely of enery mans doings but 
their owne ; though their conſciences tell them they axe but «« emprie veſſels, 
which alwayes make the greateſt ſound. It ſhall ſuffice me, that (1) know what 
they have in them,and how far their thill extendeth ; and ſo reſt my ſelfe conten- 

ted, till Tire and Trath ( the Tryers of all mens attions ) ſhall diſtribute to exery 

one according to his deſert. In the meane time, as thus little Booke hath found 
gracious Acceptation at the hands of bins to whom it was firſt prinately tended: 

So 1 hope it will hane the approbation of all ſuch as are well diſpeſed, and beare 

affeftion to ſo exceilent, commendable,and neceſſary an Art : aſſurmg themthat 

had 1 had my right, | ſhould bawe ginen them better content, and greater ſatiſ= 
fattion of the Pens perfeRion: As for ( arpers and oner-curions-ey'd men,l paſſe 

mots as Jrowing wy ſelfe every way ( in the Art I profeſſe) a Worke-man that 

needeth xot y caſtamed, 


From my houſe in Buſh-lane neare 
Londom-ſ(tone, Decerb.2 2, 16 , AM. B. 
v B 2 


The Pens Excellency, 


5 He Profeſſion of the Pex at chis day being ſovniuerſall, 
and the Profeſſors chemſelues for che moſt pare ſo ig- 
norant, and inſufficient to vndertake fo worthy a 
fun&ion zrogether with the defire | haue (accordin 
ro my {mall ralent) co benefit ſuch as are, or end 
be PraQtitioners in that commendable Artof Faik E 
WR&1TING; were the onely moriues that induced 
mee to manifeſt vnto the view of the world, thele few lines hereafter en-: 
ſuing. Whercin before I enter into diſcourſe concerningthe Artic felte,. 
giue melcaue curſorily to demonſtrate the manifold abutes which are of 
tered vnto the Pex by a namber of lame Per-meny who as they doe w-! 
trude cthemſe}ue: into the locietie of Artiſts, and vſurping the name of 
Pen-men, (ccke detinere Artem in ignerantia; {0 by their audacious brags 
and lying promiſes, they doe ſhadow and obſcure both the excellency of 
the Pep, and the dignitie of thoſe _ are indeed truc-Proteilors thereot. 
3 Bur 


x Abyſe. 


ButT, e not to heape vp all theabuſes which they may be concer- 
uedto offer vnto the Pex; for that wereto loſe my (clte 1n an cndletle diſ- 
courſe: will onely point at a few which I hold to be the chiefcſt,and doe 
belong principally to matrer of yes hn thoſe fnde to befovre, 

Firſt, youſhalt obſerue char cheſc Borehers, (for chey deicruc no beccer 
title) arefor the greateſt part cf them of no (tanding, nor cuer hauc had 
any ground in the Art, onely haue acerraine contuted kind of writing, 
yoide cither of Lyfe, Dexteritie, or Art it (elte 3 and yet notwithſtanding, 
they profclle, and in their Bills ( clapt vpon euery poſt) promiſe to per- 
forme as much as any whoſocucr,For let any man obfcrue their Ly-bills, 
(for ſo 1 may very wellccarme them ) and he ſhall ſce how liberallthey 
are in cher promiſes this way, profelling to reach any one ( nor ſtand) 
vpon the capacitie of the pup1}])to write a ſuhcient hand in a whack ane 
ſome of them doe ſay, in a fortnight, Yec,if chey did bur fay ſoit were 
tollerable, when as they them(clucs, (1 dare be boldroafftirmeit) may 
goe ſo long to Schoole to learne alittle a, and yer not arcaine to the true 
couch chercof, being ficter for other Mechanicall occupations ( wherein 
ſome of them, to my knowledge, haue beene brought vp) then for the 
Profeſſion of this{o curious an Art, Whoſe Wrimgs ( it they come ro the 
touchſtone of Art, which cannor erre, and to the wdgement of Arrifts, 
who ſeldome aredecciued) will prouelame and Schoole-boyslike. And 
akhough in ſome of cheir doings, there may ſceme in che cyes of theig- 

| norant, 


: : Ohanty —# «7 

norant;tb be a ſhew of Art; howbeit raurum ab/umt 4 perfettione, quantum 
4b ignauia am magnitnde,T hey come as tarreſhor of thoſe that hayethe 
tealt $kill, as chey doeot PerfeMon. & 

Next, whereas we that are Pex-men holdrhis as a Maximein the Art of , 4þy/e, 
Br41-0, To yecld areaſon of euery thing we dor, ſince plus apnd nes vere 
ratio valet, quam uulgs opmie.). why, thele ignorant Profeiſors are {o rea- 
jonici{c jnallcheir workes, bach of Writing and Teaching, thatitis im- 
polliblefor choſe whom they 3each,or thac 1mirace cheir doings, toreape 
any [benefit by chem, Reaſon being a ſecond Schoolemaſter co bring a 
manto knowledge in any Arthedetues toprattiſe. And certainely ( ex- 

rience tells me that) in the marter of reaching, nothing is morg auailez- 
be ro a Jearner, then the, demonttration of Keaton, Se that hercin ap- 
peares the fecondabuſc, in that cheſe men, being notablero yeeld area- 
ſon of that they proteiſe, doe neuerchelciTe ( Parrat-like } boaſt of their 
skill,and in their paptrs giue our. yaunting ſpeeches, asif ſo be they were 
the onely fellowes = would (,as we fay ) bexeaway the bell: whereas 
if a man take a view of any of theis workes op wirings,he ſhall find therg- 
in no appearanceeicher of, Truth, Reaſon, or Arta bur on the contrary, 
fuch wake ſtutte as he would rather imagine ut co bethe ſcratching ofa 

' 'Hen,therithe worke of a profelt' Penman} ,....  .. | 
! Thirdly, ( becauſe I would be bricfe ) by theſe, their large ( Lie \ying 3 Abuſe 


prozmſes)chey blind the eyes of.checommonſort, whoare rather atfe&t b 
wit 


UMI 


4 Abnſe. 


wich nvurlties and (trattpe deniſcs, chough they appeare in nothing bur 
vaine x coacrlong]y..H the foundneiſe of —_ and wr 
nelſepf skill, wherewith Artiſts are indued, For is itnor « common chi 
amongſthem, as well in their reſidene&cabout this famous Ginie ( which 
God knowes ſwarimes with chem)as inrherr curriculer Progreles ouerall 
placE it'this Kitigddmeyro carry abvur rherb,yea and to fet it open view 
the Writings and Tablesof other men,” ahd #fhrme they arerheic owne ? 
T appealeto none but cory owne experiente herein ; howbeirT am per- 
fone divers others{andwhich I Know to) wilt concurre with-rve in this 
cruch; Atid what i$chis, chinkeyou; bat deceprioni/me, v blinding of che 
world with ſhewes of whatthey are not 24 t  hew 1h ; | 
Laſtly; they doe aff6 hinder checommediticof choſe thavget as far be- 
youdthety in excellency pf wyiting,astheSunnc exceeds the Moone,and 
that r(vo,wa &. a*eST0 g 3) 21 1333s SE i Y; ?071; 30 43] 
Firſtby.cheir baſe and ignbminious carriage.of chowſcluesin theit ace 
cuſtowary coſenivy, Wherby men rake6cr#(116 © coniceivie (0ill of ovhets 
&f the ſame Profefhon}/that tis almoſt impoſſible for any 6nefdoor mean 
he neuer ſo well,) to hate efirerraimment Where they have: breurbefore; 
And ſecondly, bythe multiende of heed; which is ſo-grearthara man 
can goe into no corgerot chis City, bur heſhall ſee andheare of 3world df 
ſquirung Teachers, hot he of chen-altneſt worthy to carry a/Per-men; 
Inck-homt after him} much tefſe tor brarethtnameof a good Porrmaen,; 


Diuecrs 


UMI 


Divers other abufes there are which theſe men offer ynto the excellenc 
of the Pen and Pen-wen:Bur leſt I ſhould ſeemeprolix in fo ſlighran rod. 
ment, { will here leaue chem tothe cenfure of the skilfull,and co thoſe that 
to their coſt haue made tyall of chem. Foraſmuch as my intenc 1s not ſo 
much to dere the folly of thole vaworthy Profelſors(which is palpable 
enough to euery one)as50 entreac of the Arr jc ſelfe,reducing all that] en« 
rend ro ſpeake in commendation thereof, vnto theſe three heads; 


1 Tothe Antiquitze 
; 2 To the'exceliencie Caherof 
3 Tothe Dinerſitie 7 | 

| Firſt, for the Antiquirie of ir, Some affirme chat the vſe of this Art was t Part" 
found outin the very infancy of the world; and that Enoch the ſeauenth ofeph, 4b. 1." 
from Adew had skillchercin; For /oſephs credibly reports,that one of the de Amiquigg 
Prophecies which £ch wrote on pillers of ſtone, remained euen in his 
rime;or at leaſt ſome ruinethereof, But others doe aſcribe thoſepillersto / 
Seth, who liued before Enoch. Howloeucr, it je were butas aficient asthe Lt 
Law, it carries with it age enough, | 

Asfor the Art of Prougug,which came vp but yeſterday (in compariſon) 
and is now 1n much requeſt, chat can no way blemuſh the Arc of Writing, - 
fora;much as #7:ang 15 the Prelident by which Printing is effe&ted, and 


therefore the more warthy. For as we ſay in Arithmeticke, Ont of the 
; C greater 


—_ 


greater the leſſer is dedufted: So that, that whence the deduRion is made, 
15 greater then the dedution it ſelfe. 

I ſhall nor needeto argue much vpon the Antiquitre of this Arr, in re- 
gard of the vaiuerſall knowledge thereof. What worthy and notableas 


were heretofore done by any, either Diuine, Morall, Legall or Marniall, 


but were reſerued to after-ages by the meancs of Writing ? And I wonder 

how we ſhould cuct haue attained to any kind of learning,had we not had 

che (crols of our learned fore-fachers to peruſe and looke into, as elſo the 

holy Scriptures, [» quibu« ſunt omnes theſaxri ſapientia ac [cientia recondits t 

2 Pot. T he next thing co be entreared of,ische Excellency of the Art of Writing, 

which doth cuidently appearc in theſe rwo things: 

x Defiderio. Firſt, in che carneſt dehre thar all men forche moſt part have co atraine 

vnto it: for thoſe things which zrerare and deleFable, are ſought for and 

purſucd of all men,thar's a rule in Nature:Now the Artof #ricmg is a moſt 
excellent and deleable Art, and therefore of all men much delired. 

Secondly, the Excellency appeares in the Neceſhtie thereof: for it is 

neceſlary for all (you know) to write; and thoſe that cannot,finde whata 

4 mulcitude of inconueniences doe come vpon them for the want of it. And 

= _ herein( mo xg ge me not to giue —_—_— i» that vn | rg 

commen opinion of many, w rene Writing to opether vnnecel or 

Obietfiev. Women, If by L any foule buſineſſes are cmpatind, and tendon 

hurt cffe&ed; 1s this to be laid vpon the Art it ſclte? Or isnotrather the il 

diſpoliyzon 


2 Neceſſtate 


_ q__— CO 
W_— w 


— 


diſpoſition of thoſe to be charged herewith, who make it the inſtrument, 

whereby they bring to palle cuill ations? For notthe vſc but the abuſe 
of a thing is it which makes it odioys. It ir were otherwiſe, why then foule 
umpurations may be laid vpon the beſt vertues, which of chemſclues aro 
immaculate, 

To be briefe, the Art of #*iting is ſo excellent, and of ſuch neceſſary 
vic, thatrnone ought to be without ſome knowledge therein, ſince theex- 
cellency of no Arc without it can be made knowne or manifcſt. And if 
«ny Art be commendable in a Woman, ( I ſpeake not of their ordinary 
workes wrought with the needle, whercan they excell)itis chis of Writiugy 
whereby they, commonly hauing not the beſt memories (efpecially con- 
cerning marters of moment) may commit many worthy and excellent 
things co Writing, which may occaſionally miniſter vntothem macter of 
much ſolace. . 

Hereby alſo, the ſecrets that are and ought to be, berweene Man and 
Wife, Friend and Friend, &c. in cither of cheir abſences may be confined 
- their owne priuacy, which ( amongſt other things) » not the meaneſt 

ignite. 
Laftlyche pratiſeofthis Artis ſon for women, and conſequent- 
ly ſo excellent, thac no woman ſuruiuing her husband, and who hath an 
eftate left her, ought co be without the vie thereof, ar leſt in ſome reaſo- 
nable manner: For thereby ſhee "— to acertaintie of her eſtate, with- 
2 our 


Out truſtiog tothe reports of ſuch as are vſually-imployed to looke into 
the (ame : whereas otherwiſe for want of ir, ſhe isſubic& ro the manifold 
deceits now yſed in che world;and by that meanes phungeth her ſcltc 1co 
a mulcitude of incothueniences. = ; 
Wheretoxetheur opinion who would barre women from theyſeof this _ 
excellent faculcie of Pririvg, is vererly lame; and rannor by torce of argu» 
Ment be maintained, wy '2 | 
. Andalthough che Excellency of this Art(roſpeake of the curjolity theres 
of) be ſomewhat ſhadowed by che duluetle of forme Mechanica}l ſpirics, 
Who ſeldome hauc'skill in any thing out of cheir own clemencghaerhinke 
Writing to be onely a hand-labour, and fo they'can write to keepe a dirtie 
{hop book, they care for no mote; neuer c{treming the commendable 
manner of Bitch orderly Writexrp,which oughtin all bulinclle co be ob» 
ferucd,as well ip keeping of Bookes tor Merchants & others,as inall kind 
of Engroſments, appertaining'to the Law, &c: Yer notwithſtanding the 
; cn & grace of Writing ſtymes moſt excellently 4o the ſcrols of skiltul 
rtiſts, as in the writing of fone may appeare@ hem that haug andight, - 
And what ſhould [ ſay of the Excellency of this Artt]s it nor oneot che 
I by which nor only this, bur #Hother epMmon-wealths arevpholden ? 
he key which opens a pafſ4pe tothe deſctfing and finding/oatof xnnau+ 
merable ora The handtnaid t6 inemotytTheRegitter and Recorder 
ofall Arcs? And thie very mouth whereby a wiigfariliarly conferreq wok 
is 


bisfriend, though the diſtance of thonfands of miles be betwixt them #: *: 
Infinite other thiligs might beſpoken concerning the Excellency of chis 

Arc of Writing;and where | faile m the ſetcing forch thereof, afhſt me with + +>" 

your manifold imaginations. Ges ' 22 29 «ws 
Thethird aid Jaſtthitg ro be difcufſet of in commendation ofthis Art, '3 Part, 

js the Diwerſizie thereof, 1, meanethe diners kinds of bends which are now! : 

vſcd among vs. For although they all goe mderthe namic of writing ;yer 

they are co be diſtinguiſhed according tothe diuerſitie ofthemi, Howbeir: 

wy purpoſe is not toclog ty diſcourſe with m1 enumeration of euery'idle: 

band that may be wrictenar that were abſuxd; and out of the elemencof 

a Pen-myax, 1 will only critreat df choſe whidiire che prineipali;and where« 

in themoſk Art, che greaceft curioficie,andtherareit dexttzine of the Ar 

tuſt 18 to. bemanuteſed;and they are theſe which follow, vit = 


' 


bed 


Hes pag ag wad js } "11101352 241; Bully uiifzo ©: Pi | 
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* Ofeach of which 1 wilt brieflyſpeake ſomitwhat; anicly byway of di 
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ftinction,in regard I would not willingly weary the Reader with ſuperfiu- 
ous cir s, or deraine him long from chat whuch followech, 

For the firſt, wx: the Segretary, which is ſo rearmed ( as I conceiue) 

y becauſe it is the Secretaries common hand z and partly allo, becauſe 


** -is the onely.viuall hand of England, for diſpatching of all manner of 


buſineſſes for the moſt part wbatyocuer, | 
- I nyght adde hereunto che ſuper-excellency of this hand, in reſpe&t of” 
any other hand; for that the very denomination thereof, imports ſome / 
—_ ic that are not calily co be found our, And rucit is,that whoſoe- 
er doth praftifc, ir(according totherrue nature of ir)ſhall perceiuethere- 
in many ſ{ecreandiubull a3 Lhe the hagd, which few, burthoſe chat 
kauc bin well groundedtherein by a true Axtift, areablero comprehend: 
T o ſpeake ofthe kindes of Secretary, is (in theſe dayes) no ealie matter : 
for ſome hauc deuiſed many,and thoſcſo ſtrange and diſguiled;thar there 
is bardly any true train of arightSecretary jnthem, For mine owne part, 
I make diſtintion betwixtthe Setr,Facill,and Faſt bends, of which three 
I ſhall ( God willing ) by and by propoſe ſome few examples. 


2 Baftardſe The nextis Beſteard-Secretary, and ſo namcd by the beſt, becauſcit is 


en of the Secretary, asthoſe that haue any zkall may perceiue. This 
152 Hand not ſo vſuall as theformer ; yer of great validitic, and for diuers 


pwrpolcs exceeding gracdulzatior Engrolſemanrs,Epicaphsfor T _— 


as 


— 


x p Ct 0 9 = S ;- La ied 
Tiles of Bookes, and manly other vſcs, which would: be tos tedious for- 


mc here to recite, | 

The third is Rowan, which hath his denomitiation from the place 3 Remus, 
where (it ſeemes) it was firſt wricten,viz: Rowe. A hand of great accounc, | 
and of much vic in chis Realme, eſpecially im che Vnuuerſines : and it is 
concaued to bethe eaſieſt hand that is wrictem with Per, atid to be taught 
in the ſhorreſt time: T hiercfore it is viſually taught co women, for as much: 

; @&sthey ( having not the patience to take any great paines, beſides phan- 
 raſticalland hamorſome one be taught chat which chey may inftandly- 

learne ? otherwiſe thicy are yncercaine of their praceedings, becauſe their 
mindsare( vpon light occaſion ) eaſily drawhe from the firſt reſolution, - | 

The fourth is /ralies, 2 besdin narure not much different from Rewan, 4 1:4an, 
but in manner and forme, of much incongruitie thereunto. This is a hand: 
which of lareis growne very vſuall,and is muchatfeed by diuers: for in- 
deed, itisa molt excellent and curious hand, ard to be written with ſingu-. 
lar command of hand;elſc it will appeare bnevery ragged and vilezand if 
the Peri be taken off in coniunttion of thetetters,itisnenherapproucable, 
nor Pen-man-like, but meere. borching, which is dereftable, 

The fift is Court-band z ſo called, for that it is of great vie inthoſerws - c,,,y; 
famous Courts of the Ki»gs Bench, and Common Pleas. It is 3 band ſome- 4 
what difficult to write well and he that continually writes it, may ha 
pily cometo perfeion in that z but for ocher hands(i he could wricene- 

: Wer 


lee hum neuerlooketo wrice any of them well:for it isableto 
An ſonleſfein this opinion, bur able(vrito any rhar 


hich, eucry man knowesto be writren no where 
ery, and in other Offices which haue refe» 
on, thacthis hand being well wrictenyis far 
and equally difficulc, Ic hach aKinde of 
fed Secoeary in jt, which any mari of udge- 


+...” . Thauclabouredo beſo perſpicuous in the nature of eyery hand, as that 
" che meancit may. imitate me; and reape ſome benefic by me, © 
w_ . | - N wt & 3 b F Thus 


1 ” 
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Thus from the gate orentrance, I hauc broughtyou into. the houſe ; 
where you haue ro. ſundry ornaments and peeces of Artand now(ifyou 
be not weary) goe with me into oneroome more, and there take a view of 
che implements and tooles,with which you muſt worke,if you meane toy 

ue a Pen-man; and learne how youareto vſe and ce them. Bur 
[hore we enter, (teppe aſide with me, and I will giue you notice of cer- 
raine obſcruations, which are neceſTary to be krowne of cuery one that 
wall practiſe this Arr. | 


v * 


—> 


| Objervations for Writing. 
Very onethat intends either to bea Teacher of others, or a PraFtitio« ' 
ner tor himſelfe ; ought to know that #a the Arc of Letters, or Wii» t_ 
+ ting,thiee things areto be obſerued, wiz. ; 


I Ratio, 
3s Mod, E 
3 Species, 
Theformer whereof,which is Reaſon, hath referenceto the vnderſtin» Generaly. 
ding, and doth moſt of all concerne the ſpeculariue part of Writing. 
The two latter, viz, the wewner and foepe ( which of cuery lerter 
| D through: 


Particularly. 
1 Ratio, 


throughout the Alphabet is to be obſerued)doth conſiſt inthe carriageof 
the bend 3 and theſe are the praftique parts of Writing. 

Eurt, che Reaſon of cucry letter muſt be found out ; as why ſuch a lerrer 
being made thus and thus, ſeemes moregraccfull then being made ſoand 
ſo. Likewiſc,as for cuery lerter,and the Jcaft rouch with che Pen, a reaton 
mult be giuen : So 1t 1510 the coniunRion, kmtring or joyning rogether 
of the letters z Why'the Pen mult here be taken off, and why there not ta- 
ken off ? why thenature of thislerter will admic the taking off of the Pen z 
and why the nature of chaclertter doth require the contrary. Theſcthings 
muſt be reſoluedto the learner, by Reaſon clſc how ſhall he vaderſtan 
to write well ? 

Next, zhe mevver of making cuery Jetter myſt be knowne too, For if 
a Scholer be taught co frame his letters after an il}, corrupt, and contrary 
way : It cannot be that he ſhould eger write well. tad alchough pec- 
chance ſome doe write ſufficient and feruiceable hands, that ncuer were 
taught the true way of framing their Charaters : Yernorwithitanding 
What they doe, they (as we ſay) doe by roate, not vnderſtanding, or con- 
cciuing how to write. For I dare vndertake, chat ſuch as hauc not beene 


.. rightly grounded hercin, arc neuer able co know or iugge of the good- 


neile or badnefſe of a letter, Therefore it were to be wiſhed, that men 
would refrainc tromcheſe Botchers that ſpoyle ſo many,& bring vp ſuch 
amulcicude of Scriblers, not fitfor any mans imploymen : and thar oo 
OE,” bs i wou! 


A 


would(not ſtanding vponthepay,as many ignorant perſons do)put their 
youth ſuch as arcable toteach,and are knownerto be good Pen-men. 

Laſtly, asthe reaſonand che manner of cuery Letter is to be obſerued: fo 
the Aape(which giueth Hfe and /pipie ro Writmyg )muſt be knowne alſo: for 
therein che very ſubſtagge of Frum conlitterh. On 

Herein a man ought to be very wary and circumſpeRt, concerning the 
carriage of his Pen : char is, thac he doe not ptelſſe vpon. that part of the 
terter which requiresafauourabletouch;nor beſparing in that part which 
requires the contrary:tor in citherthe/pirit of the lerter 1s dulled and made 
dlockiſh, fo chat the ape cannor then be good. 


&. 


—— 


| — 


Ttſhall not be amiſſe for the diligent Praftitioner, more ſpecrathy to obſerne 


theſe few briefe Rules concerning Writing, Vit, 
Y F' rſt, to (ize his #7iting, thac is, to thake che depth arid fulneſſe proz 
portionable, ; 


2 Then tro obſcrue the whites, for that's a maine matter. 
3 Laſtly, to keepean <quall diſtance,as wellberweene letter and terres, 
as berweene word and word. | 
Theſe chxce being the chiefeſt things wherein the grace of Pritiigeatts - 
falteth, _ < 
_ : 


3 Species. 


A Cantat. 


In the next place I hold it neceſſary ts ſer downe certaine rules for the 
making & holding of the Pex,with ocher things chereunco apperraining, 


Obſernations or rules for the making of the Pen. 


Frer you hizge gotten you a good Pen-knife well edg'd & ſmooth'd 
vpon a hoane,and good ſecond quils,either of Gooſc or Rauen,(cra- 
wich the backe of your knife, begin to make your Pen thus: 
x Firſt, holding your quill che right ſide vpwards,cut off abouc the third 
part of it flat along to the end, 
2 And turning it on the backe ſide, cut off the very end of it aſloape 
which being done, it will beforked, 
Th holding it ſtill on the backe, make a lictle cut in the very midſt 
the quill, 
When you haue done (o, take the cnd of your knife if it haue a peFp, 
. —_— guili,and make aſlic vp ſuddenly,cucn inthe cucy © 
before, 


5 Which being done,turne your quill on the righc (ide againe, +hd be- 
gn co cuta lictle thought aboue the [lic on chat (ide which 1s Rext = 
ct hand,and ſo continue cutting by degrees, rill youthinke you haue ſuf- 


. icieacly curtharſide, But herein you muſt be very wary you cut not off 


too much of che ſlit ; for then your Pen will be ceo hard,andif you leau 


tbo much alſo, it will bcoucr-ſofc. | 


6 Then 


other likewiſe, till you haue maderchem of an cqualttunneſſe: and your quill (as 
thentrying it by lifting vp cheſlit ypon the naile of your chumbe, you ſhall jy haue 
ſee whether ir betoo ſoft or too hard? if eicher, bring it co a meane by ad- vamp ws 
ding more lic co it,if you ſec irto be too hard z or by taking ſome away, if on the backe 
; ao! $7 thinly, to take 
Laſtly, bercin lics chedifficultic, viz. in thenibbing ofthe Pen : wherein ">< away. 
I obſernechis rule, rhatplocingir on che naile of mythumbe;ormiddle YArve that 


garrule, Dettra pers pezne, cc. Now if my Pen be | 1-5" I cut fycralcurs,o- 
leife, therwiſe it will 
| Obſernations for the holding of the Pen, | —_ 
1 _JOlding your Pen berweene your thumbe, your fore-finger, and 
| your niiddle-finger:vie.with thetop of your chumbethe bortrome, .- 
or lower part of your fore-finger, and the top or ypper part of your mid» * 
dle-finger, ER OAtS. 
2 Andlct your other two fingers ioyne tothe reſt alittle thought wich- 
inthem ; {uffering none of your fingers with which you hold thePen, 
£0 couch paper:{or that is the proper othce of the —— 
| D 3 Y 


6 Then eqen ayes ine to cut che firſt de, cut the Note ths x 
au 


which theſtrength of the ochers is maintained, 


with [3 Lay force right viageofchePengwhen youcanholdir yo hl 


it ought co-be held diretly vpon the full:for chat is malt proe 
per,being chat ret ofthe Pen muſt be cat cuen, otherwiſe it is fubica 
to ſparcer, Howbear, I depy not, bur in che ferching of any compalle, ic 
mult be held a little inclining to che left fide: for ſo the Pen will giue full 
where icſhowld, and ſmallalio where ic is required, | J | 
Notegchat che Pen muſt be held very genrly in the hand, without gri- 
ing, becauſe of two inconueniences which come thercby, 
1 The one is.thatthe command of hand ( which otherwiſc by che ealie 
holding thereof isto be attained) is hereby vrrerly loſt. 
2 The other is, that by thus griping, or bard holding of the Pen, a man 
1s kept from a ſpeedy diſpatch of char he gocs about to wrice: both which 
are maine enemies to Clerke-like writing, 


M. B. bis priwate opinion concerning P en-manſ6ip, 
r FIrſt,ic is a inoſt abſurd/and hatcfull qualitic, to vſe any manner of 


borching in the Art of Friting z yea, though it bein a letter of che 
greaceſt yncertaintie, 


3 Againe, 1 am ofopinion,that alchough in the writing of ſome Haxds, 


( as 


LY __ | 
{ as of the Sert Secretary and ſome other) it benow and then tollerable to 
take off the Pca 19 conmunRtion of che letters,for the more formall writing 
thereof : yet chat in che Faci/l, bur eſpecially, in the Feſt Secretary, it is10 
iniurious to the perfection of Clerke-like wricing,that I cannot free him 
that vſerh ir, from the impuration of a meere Botcher. 

. 3 Thelike opinion doe Iretaine of thoſe, who muſt write cuery thirky 
that is to be performed in any reaſonable faſhion,and with credit, with or 
by atine: for therein they ſhew chemſelues rather hs. 6 whe then Wri- 
ters, and cannot ( in the judgement of Artiſts) be rightly rermed good 

Pen-men. 

4 Alſo ( in my iudgement) he cannot be reputed a good Pex-men that 

15 notable ypon an inſtant, with any Per,/nke,or Paper, and inthe preſence 
of whomſocuer,to manifeſt ſomeskill:Being that therare & abſolute qua- 
licie of che Pen, conliſteth not in the painting, pricking forth,andtedious 

writings of (ix lines privately in amans Study,with the beſt implements; 

bur a ſweet command of hand, and a certaine conceiued preſumption. 

5 Lattly,to vie any ſtrange, borrowed, or infaxc'd cricks and knors,in or 
abouc writing, other then with theceleriry of the hand are to be perfor- 
med, is rathier to ſer an inglorious gloſle ypon a ſimple peece of worke, 
then to giue acomcly luſtre toa perfeſt parterne;they being as vnnatugall. - 
to Writing, as aſurtetis to a eexpperate mans body, TY 
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